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The Ionian coast has several good harbors, but it faces an un-
productive portion of Africa and the least important side of Greece.
Its immediate hinterland is also hampered by the lack of rainfall. Con-
sequently its harbors have been but slightly used.
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Outline map of Italy.

The "western coast is much more important than the other two. It
has more good harbors, it receives the largest rivers of the peninsula
proper, and is bordered by the most productive plains. Thus, in con-
trast to Greece, Italy faces west, as is evidenced by early Roman ex-
pansion and more recent commercial interests.